
DRC BEACON Early Years K-2 Assessment

Meeting the Needs of Young Learners in Georgia

Note: Educator Training titled “Using DRC BEACON Early Years for Literacy Screening” can be 
found in Georgia Learns.
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Background



Background

• Since 2020, the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) has provided DRC BEACON 
for grades 3–8 in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics to districts at no cost to 
support formative assessment practices, help address student instructional needs, and 
measure progress throughout the year

• Based on district feedback, DRC and GaDOE are expanding DRC BEACON to grades K–2 
in English language arts and mathematics

• The K–2 assessment is called DRC BEACON Early Years

• DRC BEACON Early Years will complement DRC BEACON 3–8

• The K–3 requirements of Georgia’s Universal Screener (2023 HB 538) and the Dyslexia Act 
(2019 SB 48) will both be met using DRC BEACON Early Years

• It will be provided at no cost to Georgia districts, available August 1 with DRC BEACON 3-8

Why are we adding K–2?
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Overview and 
Characteristics 
of BEACON 
Early Years



DRC BEACON Early 
Years Assessment

Supporting Literacy and Academic 
Growth in Georgia—Grades K–2
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DRC BEACON Early Years Characteristics
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Designed with young Georgia learners in mind

Customized for Georgia
• Aligned to Georgia’s K-12 English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Standards

• Georgia educators have informed the setting of  the scoring standards

• Field testing of items has been conducted with Georgia students

Available throughout the school year to determine progress and meet state 
requirements for screening three times annually

Designed to measure early mathematics, English language arts (ELA), and 
foundational literacy skills

Components include:
• Computer Adaptive Test (CAT) with interactive, engaging, developmentally 

appropriate items
• ELA

• Mathematics

• Educator administered Fluency and Oral Language Assessment (FOLA)



DRC BEACON Early Years
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Tools and navigation are intuitive; practice is important
• Quick Readiness Test for kindergarteners to ensure success

Audio support for all K-1 items and passages and grades 2-3 items

The DRC BEACON Early Years FOLA is inclusive of the following three components:
• Phonics

• Oral Reading Fluency

• Rapid Automatized Naming (RAN)

Reports include an individual student report (ISR) with computer adaptive (CAT) 

assessment results as well as Fluency and Oral Language Assessment (FOLA) results, 

and a student roster for determining instructional groupings

Provides educators with one-on-one and group literacy activities that help support 

classroom efforts for students to achieve standards at each grade

An interactive student roster and dashboard will allow for easy ‘data digging’
• Reports available each time a student tests - the most current information will allow for best-

practice instructional planning
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Georgia 
State 
Literacy
Screening 
Requirements



DRC BEACON Early Years K–2       DRC BEACON 3–8 

• When used with DRC BEACON Grades 3–8, DRC BEACON Early Years K–2 satisfies 
Georgia’s Universal Screener (HB 538, 2023) and Dyslexia (SB 48, 2019) requirements for 
grades K–3 

• Grades K–3 students receive an enhanced ISR, including a FOLA Report with a Student 
Literacy Profile

• Early Years progressively introduces new item types so students are better prepared for 
the grade Georgia Milestones 3 assessment experience

• Early Years supports vertical alignment with Georgia’s grades 3–8 standards

• Helps to identify students’ strengths and areas of need against Georgia Learning 
Standards 

• Educator training should be completed prior to testing students:  

• “Using DRC BEACON Early Years for Literacy Screening” can be found in Georgia Learns.
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DRC BEACON Early Years K–2       DRC BEACON 3–8 

• The relationship between the DRC BEACON Early Years and 3-8 
programs:

• The Early Years assessment has been designed with younger students in mind, 
and the literacy elements will meet the Georgia requirements for screening – 
both as a Universal, and for dyslexia.  

• The requirements extend to grade 3 so we have also added some literacy-
specific elements that extend to grade 3.  

• In addition to the information the CAT assessment can provide around 
reading and meeting the ELA standards, the additional components – the 
educator administered Fluency and Oral Language (FOLA), including Rapid 
Automized Naming (RAN) – will provide even more granular information to 
meet those screening requirements.  

• If the Early Years mathematics assessment is administered it will also align with 
the DRC BEACON 3-8.  Math is not required for screening.
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Georgia K–3 Screening Requirements
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The K-3 screening requirements of the Georgia Early Literacy Act (HB 538, 2023) and the 

Dyslexia Act (SB 48, 2019) will both be met using DRC BEACON Early Years. 

When students complete the full ELA CAT and the FOLA, they will receive both universal 

reading and dyslexia screening profiles. 

While DRC BEACON Early Years is designed for K-2, the literacy screening component will 

also be available in grade 3 as the ELA Assessment and FOLA are completed.

Students are to be screened in the first 30 days of the school year.
• The Fluency and Oral Language Assessment (FOLA) will be sufficient for grade K in August.
• Grade K students should take the CAT assessment when they demonstrate readiness.

• Grades 1-2 students will take both the CAT and the FOLA.

Educators will have available both BEACON Educator Instructional Strategies (BEIS) and 

DRC BEACON Early Years Supports PDFs for instructional planning
• The BEIS will also be linked directly to the Student Learning Progression Report in Fall of 2025

For additional information on Georgia State Screening Requirements -
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/c117a66e-1d47-4727-b6df-5563b7e0d4ce/1/Aligning-
State-Literacy-Policies-and-Practices.pdf

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/c117a66e-1d47-4727-b6df-5563b7e0d4ce/1/Aligning-State-Literacy-Policies-and-Practices.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/c117a66e-1d47-4727-b6df-5563b7e0d4ce/1/Aligning-State-Literacy-Policies-and-Practices.pdf


DRC BEACON 

Early Years + 

DRC BEACON 

Grade 3  

Measures Key 

Literacy Markers—

Foundational Skills 

and More

PHONICS 

Uppercase Letters   

Lowercase Letters   

Letter Sounds   

Vowels    

Real/Nonsense Words   

High Frequency Words  

ORAL READING FLUENCY 

Reading Rate   

Reading Accuracy  

Reading Expression   

Reading Comprehension  

 

Oral Expression   
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Supporting the 

Teaching and 

Learning Cycle 
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One way to think 
about the 
component pieces 
and how they meet 
both of the Georgia 
screening statutes 
and provide useful 
information in both 
ELA and math…
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Administering 
BEACON Early 
Years



DRC BEACON Early Years
Administration Schedule by Season
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Three Times a Year 
by Grade

August
“First 30 Days

of School”

Fall Season
Aug 1 – 

Nov 30, 2024

Winter Season
Dec 1, 2024 – 

Feb 28, 2025

Spring Season
Mar 1 – 

Jun 30, 2025

K FOLA
+ ELA Gr. K -

K takes readiness 
first

FOLA + ELA K FOLA + ELA K

1
FOLA + ELA

Gr. 1
FOLA + ELA 1 FOLA + ELA 1

2
FOLA + ELA

Gr. 2
FOLA + ELA 2 FOLA + ELA 2

3
FOLA + ELA

Gr. 3
FOLA + ELA 3 FOLA + ELA 3



Assessment Seasons

• Georgia Universal Screening administration requires:

• FOLA administration in the first 30 days of school, Winter & Spring

• Online ELA assessment in grades K-3 Fall, Winter, Spring

• Tests taken in the following months fall into the following seasons:

• August–November = Fall

• December–February = Winter

• March–June = Spring

• Student growth is the difference in scores from one season to another

• Tests are available anytime during the academic year

• The academic year is August 1–June 30

DRC BEACON Seasons

Fall Season
Aug. 1–Nov. 30

Winter Season
Dec. 1, 2024–Feb. 29

Spring Season
Mar. 1–Jun. 30
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Annual FOLA Administration Times by Grade Level

Grade K
 Fall

Grade K
Winter/
Spring

Grade 1
Fall

Grade 1
Winter/
Spring

Grade 2
Fall/
Winter

Grade 2
Spring

Grade 3
Fall/
Winter/
Spring

Alphabet 
Recognition

5 min. 5 min. 5 min.

Decoding Real/
Nonsense Words

5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min.

High Frequency
Words

5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min.

Oral Reading 15 min. 15 min. 15 min. 20 min. 20 min.

RAN 5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min.

Average Annual  
Total Assessment
Time by Grade

10 min. 15 min. 35 min. 30 min. 30 min. 35 min. 30 min.

Annual Educator 

Administered  

Fluency and Oral 

Language (FOLA) 

Assessment 
Planning
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Annual DRC BEACON (CAT) Computer-Adaptive Testing Times

CAT 
Assessment

DRC BEACON 
Early Years

DRC BEACON 
Early Years

DRC BEACON 
Early Years

DRC 
BEACON 3–8

Grade Level
Grade K
 Fall

Grade K
Fall (*when 
ready)
Winter
Spring

Grade 1
Fall
Winter

Spring

Grade 2
Fall
Winter

Spring

Grade 3
Fall
Winter

Spring

Readiness
10–12 
min.

N/A N/A N/A

ELA N/A 30–40 min. 30–40 min. 30–40 min. 70–90 min.

Math N/A 30–40 min. 30–40 min. 30–40 min. 45–60 min.

Average Total 
Assessment
Time by Grade

10–12 
min.

60–80 min. 60–80 min. 60–80 min. 115–150 min.

Annual 

Computer- 

Adaptive 

Assessment 
Planning

20

* Fall of Grade K, classroom educators can determine when 
students are ready to take the CAT assessment component



Assessment Component—Computer-Adaptive 
ELA and Math

• A multi-staged computer adaptive test (CAT) 
model in ELA and math assigns sets of 
questions to a student based on their 
performance on a previous set 
of questions (2023–2024 field test was fixed 
form)

• Test questions selected dynamically based on 
the student’s previous responses

• Test difficulty tailored to each individual 
student

• Optional readiness test (K) is a fixed form, 
designed to gauge a student’s readiness to 
participate in a computerized testing 
administration
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Students Practice Using Testing Tools and Supports

22



Students Practice with Question Types from the CAT
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Assessment Component—Teacher Administered FOLA 
(Fluency and Oral Language)

• Administered to 
students online

• Teacher scoring 
screen

• 1-1 or small group

24



Assessment Component—Teacher Administered RAN 
(Rapid Automatized Naming)
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• Administered to 
students online

• Teacher scoring 
screen

• 1-1



RAN—Rapid Automatized Naming  

Components: 5–8 objects/letters/words depending on age/grade assessed arranged 

randomly in an array of 6 with 5 rows. Three things needed:  

1. Items are arranged as above with up to 40–50 items that mirror the reading processing 

skills of connecting text from left to right

2. Use familiar items or objects well known to the students

3. Timing students and that the objects must be named as quickly as possible

4. It is not a skill to be practiced and/or taught

• Kindergarten: cat, dog, cup, hen, frog, star

• First-grade numbers: (2, 7, 3, 4, 8, 5)

• Second-grade letters: (S, V, T, P, G, K)

• Third-grade words: (the, red, we, of, on, yes)
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Student Practice Is Easy

www.drcbeacontraining.com
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http://www.drcbeacontraining.com/


Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations

• Students have access to the industry-leading list of accessibility tools and 
accommodations that mirror classroom supports

• These supports are appropriate to the grade level and content requirements

• All students in grades K–2 will have HVA

• Grade 3 students will have TTS available as an accommodation

• DRC INSIGHT’s accessibility design, tools, and accommodations fulfill the universal design 
principles as presented by the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO)

• Updates to the DRC INSIGHT platform are based on practitioner and user input and 
continuous technology enhancements

• DRC BEACON Early Years can be used on all supported devices and operating systems 
with no additional software downloads

• Third-party accessibility tools are universally accepted

28



Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodation Features

29

• Human Voice Audio (HVA) or Text-to-Speech (TTS)
• HVA for all passages and items in Grades K-1
• HVA for items only in Grade 2
• TTS as an accommodation in Grade 3
• Play/Replay Audio
• Line Guides
• Magnification
• Masking
• Color Contrast/Color Preferences
• Strike-Through (Grades 2-3 multiple-choice items)
• Pause
• Pointer
• Progress Bar
• Ruler Tool (for specific math items)

Braille forms are also available as a special order for students in 
grades K-3, at GaDOE cost.
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Results and 
Reporting



Educator- and Family-Friendly ISR and 
Literacy Profile Reports
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The  ELA 
& Math 
Results

The FOLA 
Results

The Literacy 
Screening 
Profile



Taking the ELA and FOLA = a Screening Profile
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Georgia ELA CAT Reporting Categories

*3–8 Georgia Milestones

Reporting Categories

*DRC BEACON (3–8) Reporting 

Categories

DRC BEACON Early Years

Reporting Categories

Key Ideas and Details Key Ideas and Details Foundations

Craft and Structure/Integration 

of Knowledge and Ideas

Craft and Structure/Integration of 

Knowledge and Ideas
Language

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Texts

Reading Informational Text Reading Informational Text
Interpreting Text (Reading 

and Listening)

Reading Literary Text Reading Literary Text
Constructing Text (Writing 

and Creating)

Writing Text Types and Purposes

Language Conventions of Standard English

Research

* ELA Reporting Categories will change in 2025 as new Georgia standards are implemented 
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Georgia Math CAT Reporting Categories

Georgia Milestones 3–8

Reporting Categories

DRC BEACON (3–8) 

Reporting Categories

DRC BEACON Early Years (K–2) 

Reporting Categories

Numerical Reasoning (3–8) Numerical Reasoning Numerical Reasoning

Patterning & Algebraic Reasoning (3–8)
Patterning and Algebraic 

Reasoning

Patterning and Algebraic 

Reasoning

Measurement & Data Reasoning (3–5)
Measurement and Data 

Reasoning

Measurement and Data 

Reasoning

Geometric & Spatial Reasoning (3–8)
Geometric and Spatial 

Reasoning 

Geometric and Spatial 

Reasoning

Probability Reasoning (7) This content is embedded and assessed across reporting 

categories and the student reporting indicates the associated 

standardsFunctional & Graphical Reasoning (8)
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Using ISR Information
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I am…I want
Report 

Name(s)
Key Data or Needs “So What?” Uses

I am an educator who 

administered GA BEACON 

Early Years 

Individual 

Student 

Report

Most recent test event results

Shows weaknesses, 

strengths, beginning-of-year 

snapshot, winter or spring 

benchmarks, growth

I am an educator trying to 

help a parent understand 

whether or not their student 

needs additional services

Individual 

Student 

Report

Shows area(s) of need, 

drawing from performance 

bands earned by the student 

to determine strengths and 

weaknesses

Understand learning gaps 

and what instructional 

planning and support will 

address

I am an educator who 

administered Literacy and/or 

Rapid Automatized Naming 

Task for a K–3 student

Individual 

Student 

Report

Shows area(s) of need by 

student performance/ 

benchmark 

Shows where students meet 

expectations and where 

instruction should be 

focused



Batch Download—

Individual Student 

Report

• Individual Student Report will 
handle up to 100 students to 
be downloaded 

• One-time delivery with hourly 
refreshes based on use case

• Download tracks number of 
students selected

• Display shows number of 
students found

• Ability to search by student 
name, student ID, DOB, 
grade
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Student Group Roster—Use Cases

I am…I want Report Name(s) Key Data or Needs “So What?” Uses

I am an educator who 

would like to place 

students in groups with 

similar academic needs 

in ELA or Math

Student Group Roster

Drawing from 

performance bands 

earned by the student 

to determine strengths 

and weaknesses

Sortable table allows 

users to rank-order 

students by test score or 

Performance Level

I am an educator who 

tested a group of K–3 

students for Literacy who 

would like to place 

students in groups with 

similar academic needs

Student Group Roster

Drawing from 

performance/ 

benchmarks earned by 

the student to 

determine strengths and 

weaknesses

Sortable table allows 

users to rank-order 

students by FOLA and/or 

RAN performance/ 

benchmarks
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• Customization for data 
elements in the FOLA, adding 
ability for a default view vs. an 
overall score view based on 
use cases

• ELA and Math views

• Ability to utilize a column 
chooser to remove columns to 
customize view

• Provides user ability to engage 
secondary filters for 
demographic filters

• Available at Student Group and 
School levels

Student Group 

Roster
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Student Dashboard

I am…I want Report Name(s) Key Data or Needs “So What?” Uses

I am an educator who administered 
full battery. Where should I look after 
I’ve reviewed Student Roster and 
Individual Student Report?

Student Scores
Student Scores: Most recent test 
event until data from the new admin 
builds up

Single column display starting 
with fall 2024 until winter and 
spring assessments are 
completed

I am an educator who wants to use 
student progress on standards to plan 
instruction

Learning 
Progression

Performance Level Descriptions

Review current tested standards

Look ahead at next performance 
band for list of standards and 
context with next band up one or 

two levels

Understand possible learning 
gaps

Plan for instruction and 
intervention

I am trying to help a parent 
understand if their student  might 
benefit from referral for additional 
services 

Learning 
Progression

Performance Level Descriptors 
provide more granular information

Student Scores table to see 
how student is performing in 
the fall, winter, or spring 
seasons

I want to see student performance 
over the course of 24/25

Student History
Student results from fall, winter, and 
spring, and assessment from 24/25 
and going forward

Assess students’ performance 
over time across ELA, Math, or 
Literacy 
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• Contains: Student Scores 

• Learning Progression 

• Student History (March 2025)  

• Content Areas: ELA or Math 
buttons

• Content Area: Literacy button 
will contain Student History tab 
(roster like) (March 2025) and 
Literacy elements

• Widgets on landing page will 
contain overall score data  for 
quick viewing

Student 

Dashboard
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Needs Support
A student who achieves at the Needs Support level 
demonstrates minimal command of the grade-level 
expectations and requires substantial instructional 

support to be on track.

Prepared

A student who achieves at the Prepared level 
meets and sometimes exceeds the demands of 

the grade-level expectations and is on track.

Near Target
A student who achieves at the Near Target level 

demonstrates some command of the grade-level 
expectations and requires some instructional support 

to be on track.

Performance Descriptors

On the CAT ELA assessment  results, a descriptor for each performance level describes 
what students in that level typically know or can typically do by the end of the school 
year. This information will be considered as part of a student’s Literacy profile.

less knowledge and skills more knowledge and skills

305 320 335 350 365 380 395 410 425 440 455 470 485 500 515 530 545 560
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Additional 
Information



Supporting Design and Delivery of 
Quality Literacy and Math Instruction

DRC BEACON Educator Instructional 
Strategies (BEIS)

DRC BEACON Early Years Supports

43

Available 
in the 
DRC 
INSIGHT 
Portal 



• The same site for 
managing all aspects of 
the DRC BEACON Early 
Years assessment

DRC INSIGHT 
Portal
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A Word About Technology

DRC INSIGHT test engine client

• DRC INSIGHT Portal for student and technology setup

• Central Office Services (COS) Service Device for content management

Data File Uploads (.csv format)

1. Upload Multiple Users with the following roles:

• District

• School

• Teacher

• District Technology Coordinator

• School Technology Coordinator

2. Multiple Student Upload 

3. Rosters

4. Accommodations
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Tools for Training and Exploration—24/7!

https://www.drcbeacontraining.com/

Student/Examiner Training, 

Parental Review

https://drcbeacon.com/online-tools-training/
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https://www.drcbeacontraining.com/
https://drcbeacon.com/online-tools-training/


DRC BEACON Competitive 
Advantages

DRC BEACON’s Early Years online items are interactive, developmentally 
appropriate, aligned to Georgia’s standards, and utilize current technology

The Early Years assessment has been designed for young Georgia learners, 
including a Readiness Test for Kindergarten

Student accommodations are industry leading and match those in use in 
classrooms and for summative assessments

DRC BEACON Early Years can be used to meet BOTH the Universal Screener 
and Dyslexia Screening state requirements in Georgia

Teachers have maximum flexibility since sites can determine an 
assessment schedule that works for them

Fluency and Oral Language Assessment, including a RAN assessment, 
make good use of technology to support teacher administration

Dynamic, interactive reports provide rich information for instructional 
planning and showcase student growth over time

Instructional planning supports for every grade level and content area 
standard provide a wealth of ideas and resources for personalizing learning

Why DRC 
BEACON 
Early Years?
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Take a Tour

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DRC BEACON, VISIT DRCBEACON.COM
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Questions?  Contact Information

GaDOE  Assessment Administration

Allison Scott, Director

Allison.scott@doe.k12.ga.us, 470-579-

5395

Missy Shealy, Assessment Specialist

mshealy@doe.k12.ga.us, 470-579-

5393

Joe Blessing, Program Manager

jblessing@doe.k12.ga.us, 470-579-

6326

Brian Collier, Assessment Specialist

brian.coller@doe.k12.ga.us, 470-579-

6355

49

Georgia DRC BEACON Help Desk

gahelpdesk@datarecognitioncorp.com, 

866-282-2249 (option 4)

mailto:Allison.scott@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:mshealy@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:jblessing@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:brian.coller@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:gahelpdesk@datarecognitioncorp.com


Thank You
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